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SAWA NEWSLETTER JANUARY 2020 

President’s Message  
WAHEGURU JI KA KHALSA, WAHEGURU JI KI FATEH 
 
Once again it is my privilege to acknowledge and thank the 
community for the continued unwavering SEWA with absolute 
passion and support over the last three months.  I must note that 
any success towards meeting the challenges we have had can 
only be attributed to the community’s specific and timely 
contributions and help. The EXCO is and will always remain 
indebted to yourselves.  
 
The focus has been to improve the overall safety and functional 
efficiency on the premises with the main goal of mitigating any 
potential risks to the community.  This focus will continue to 
ensure the safety / hygiene and well-being of all attendees. 
 
Specifically a review of the kitchen and langar process has been 
undertaken. The issues were summarized to approximately 30 
items and actions have been assigned to a diverse team to 
undertake them with priority. It must be noted that the changes 
identified are essential to avoid any further slips / falls or serious 
injury. A standalone enclosed covered area for storing and airing 
associated cleaning equipment has been identified and 
implementation will be progressed over the month of February. 
In addition, air curtains will be installed at the doors to stop 
ingress of flies and insects and allow easy access and exit. New 
runner carpets for the langar hall are being sought as the old ones 
have served very well but have passed the point of retirement. A 
review is underway on consolidation of the water and tea 
dispensers to contain overflow and spillages. We are seeking 
expression of interests from qualified chefs to evaluate options 
that could assist in streamlining identified issues. I would like to 
thank Neeranther Kaur for coordinating on this front. 
 
The overall health and safety portfolio is jointly managed by 
Harbinder Kaur Khaira and Ragbir Kaur Rikhraj and I would like to 
thank them for their passion on this front. A defibrillator and 
several new first aid boxes have been installed in the main langar 
hall, kitchen and school area. Training has been held for the EXCO 
team on the use of the defibrillator. A second training session is 
planned for February 22nd for the school teachers / Giani Ji’s 
family and other community members. If you would like to join 
the training session then please contact the coordinators.  
 
I must acknowledge the very positive registration response to the 
blood donation drive. These registration opportunities will 
continue however it is important that upon registration the 
actual donation process is undertaken. Ragbir Kaur Rikhraj will be 
issuing updates to registered member. I must record a note of 
thanks to all blood donors and in particular, Ragbir Kaur Rikhraj 

Gurdwara Sahib  
Opening Hours 

Weekdays 6:30 am to 7:30 am 
6:30 pm to 7:30 pm 

Sundays 6:00 am to 8:00 pm 

Istri Satsang Saturdays  
2:00 pm to 4:30 pm 

For all bookings please contact  

Giani Jaswinder Singh Ji on 0449 812 540.  

Please download the private booking application form 

(website) and email to the secretary for approval. 

All correspondence to be via email to: 
secretary@sikhwa.org.au  
cc president@sikhwa.org.au 

 
Thank you to City of Canning for providing a grant for the 
beautiful marquee 

 
President’s Message Cont’d 
and Satwinder Kaur for coordinating donors across both 
Gurdwaras. We have registered with Life Blood as a single entity 
under Sikhs of Western Australia and will be working together to 
obtain the community award in 2020 for the largest donating 
group. The latter will be held in high regard and will significantly 
enhance our public profile. 
 
A review of the Punjabi School has been initiated.  Meetings have 
been held with the school manager and all the teachers. The need 
for a consistent syllabus has been discussed. Efforts are being 
focused to implement the syllabus to ensure a structured 
progress of the children and meet expectations of parents. 
Teachers and School Manager reviews have been done. School 
associated issues are being addressed to improve the overall 
administration process. A potential increase in enrolment is 
anticipated. We are seeking expression of interest from qualified 
Punjabi school teachers as relief teachers when required. I will 
also take this opportunity to thank the school manager (Jaskiran 

mailto:secretary@sikhwa.org.au
mailto:president@sikhwa.org.au
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President’s Message Cont’d 
Kaur Cheema) all the teachers, parents and students that 

supported the annual function that was held successfully at the 

end of the term. 

Internal meetings and discussions have continued to identify and 
close out outstanding items associated with the new premises. 
The issues vary and they are being addressed to ensure that they 
are satisfactorily resolved before the formal close out of the 
contract.   
 
The new men’s toilet block is now operational, and the request is 
to utilize these toilets instead of the original ones. The latter will 
become a part of the planned ladies toilet / mother s room 
facility. The concept has been defined and discussions are 
underway to invite bathroom renovators to provide a Lump Sum 
price to do the works. Measures will be put in place to minimize 
disruption of services. I would like to thank Jugjit Singh Sidhu for 
helping us on this project. 
 
The cark park continues to remain a risk as the defined routes are 
not being followed. Barriers have been installed at the entrance 
to define the traffic flow however there are still incidences of 
people not adhering to the correct routes. For everyone’s safety 
in the car park area I request that the correct entry /exit routes 
are followed. 
 
The lines in the car park have been painted and the disabled car 
bays clearly marked. The disabled bays are for vehicles with the 
“Disabled Parking Permit”. There have been complaints that the 
general public is also parking in the disabled bays and instances 
where people refusing to move the vehicles upon request. The 
situation is being monitored and if the concern remains, we will 
consider and implement stricter measures to ensure that the 
Disabled Parking Bays are always available for the defined 
purposes. 
 
The complex security remains of prime importance. The recently 
secured grant of approximately $105,000 will allow us to 
implement security guards, bollards, additional surveillance 
equipment and raise the height of the boundary wall alongside 
the Giani Ji’s residence. The efforts of Ajmer Singh on this project 
are truly appreciated. The project has been kicked off and a 
phased implementation will be undertaken to meet the agreed 
contractual needs. The Federal Government’s initiative on this 
front is certainly commendable. However it is important that we 
internally remain vigilant at all times to ensure that our premises 
remain safe and are used for the specific defined purposes only.  
 
As expected, the maintenance needs on the premises is on the 
increase.  I request all members who sight any issues to bring this 
to the attention to the maintenance management team of 
Gurdeep Singh and Pushpinderpal Singh.  They have been busy 
and I would like to thank them for their prompt responses in 

resolving arising issues. The focus is to implement routine 
maintenance activities to ensure proper functionality at all items.  
 
The painting of the premises is being addressed with potential 
service providers. We have received limited responses to date. 
We are seeking further quotes and once we reach a satisfactory 
outcome we will commence the works. 
 
The carpet in the Darbar Sahib has been in place for a very long 
time and the signs of wear are apparent.  Discussions have 
commenced with carpet suppliers. The defined concept will be a 
combination of carpet and walkways (of a suitable material). 
 
There is an urgent need to create a specific shoe placement area 
to remove the risks and congestion at the current location. This 
is being reviewed and the request is to provide suggestions so 
that a good outcome can be achieved.  
 
Our community has grown rapidly, and it is important that the 
Sikh history is embedded as a formal chapter in the Australian 
literature. As such we have embarked on the “Documentation of 
Sikh History” project. This work will be undertaken by a high-
performance student at Murdoch University as a final year thesis. 
It will be commenced in February and completed by the end of 
the year. The project will focus primarily on Western Australia 
however will contain statistics from across Australia. Senior 
management of Murdoch University are directly involved with 
the project as part of their vested interest of the Asian Australian 
relations being spearheaded by the university. I must 
acknowledge and thank Harjit Singh Shah and Amarjit Singh Pabla 
for having worked this initiative with the University to a point of 
agreement to proceed for mutual benefit. The study will be 
performed under the direction of SAWA at a cost of $14,000. 
 
Recognizing the growing needs associated with seniors a specific 
seniors’ portfolio has been created.  This will be led by Devraj 
Singh who will identify opportunities to keep the seniors engaged 
routinely. I would like to thank him for undertaking this 
responsibility.  Details of the plan will be outlined in February. 
Chairs for the seniors are being procured and will be placed under 
the patio. Please do advise all your friends that these chairs are 
for senior’s specific use only.   I would like to thank Dr Harinder 
Kaur for coordinating a very well-functioning seniors program on 
Thursdays. This program will continue independently and will be 
fully supported and resourced. Devraj Singh is also responsible 
for raising the Sikh community image in the general public.  
 
The sports, youth and culture portfolio is being jointly managed 
by Harveer Singh Sekhon and Manveer Singh. A review of the 
activities organized by associated clubs in being undertaken.  A 
calendar with a steady stream of activities throughout the year 
will be published. Discussions have been held with clubs and will 
continue to achieve a consolidated front for the forthcoming Sikh 
games and future activities. Likewise, discussions have been 
initiated with the Sikh Youth Professional Network to create a  
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President’s Message Cont’d  
platform for expanding avenues for Sikhs seeking employment or 
undertaking projects.   
 
I would like to thank members who provided feedback with 
respect to the Sunday program structure and composition. A 
monthly kirtan schedule has been implemented to give everyone 
an opportunity to do kirtan. Please liaise with Hardial Kaur 
Dhillon if you would like to participate. I would like to thank the 
entire secretarial team for their dedication in managing the 
various programs. 
 
We have had another exemplary year with financial 
contributions, and I would like to record a special note of thanks 
to all attendees who have contributed generously. There is a lot 
of effort undertaken by the treasurers to keep abreast with the 
collecting & counting of money and payments. I would like to 
thank all the treasurers for their dedication. 
 
2019 has passed but SAWA’s radio program “Punjabi Awaz 
Perth” continues to air routinely. I must commend and thank 
Amritpal Singh, Amarjit Singh Amar and Santbir Kaur for the 
exemplary dedication and passion in conducting the programs. 
 
Closing out 2019 we are fortunate that the Sikh students 
continue to perform well in the WACE exams. I would like to 
congratulate all the students and their parents for the excellent 
outcomes that will add to our community credentials. We 
request that all the achievers with an ATAR score of above 95 to 
forward their details by 26 Jan 2020 to allow us to hold a special 
recognition ceremony thereafter. 
 
The AGM directive to the EXCO to review the membership 
register and limited award of membership is being progressed. It 
is taking a lot of time to gather pertinent information and achieve 
a fully populated membership register showing the progressive 
status of all members. Information is being sought to clarify any 
gaps that are being identified and in house meeting records are 
being used to validate the process.  
 
Of special significance and prime importance is the forthcoming 
Australian Sikh Games to be held in Perth in three months’ time. 
This is an enormous task and it is essential that we stand 
alongside one another and provide morale /physical and 
monetary support to the assigned ASG team led by Gurdarshan 
Singh Kailley. I would like to acknowledge and thank the ASG 
assigned team for their ongoing efforts. Please put up your hand 
for any support that you can offer unconditionally and work to 
set a positive and buoyant tone to reflect the Sikh solidarity and 
warm hospitality in Western Australia.  On 1 March 2020 a special 
Ardas will be conducted at the Gurdwara (both in the morning 
and afternoon programs) for our joint solidarity, wellbeing of all 
participants and success of the games. I request that everybody 
makes an effort to come and be a part of the Ardas and then lock 
in to achieving the label of “The best Sikh Games Ever”.  

 
On a final note – there is a lot that needs to be undertaken and 
without your help all the EXCO’s endeavours will not bear the 
desired results. The EXCO will continue to be guided to adopt a 
fair and pragmatic approach with maximizing engagement of all 
community members. It is inevitable and there will have to be 
changes for the long-term betterment of program / activities and 
upkeep of the premises.  Once firmed up the changes will be 
introduced, and the request is to assist with the implementation. 
It is my special request to the entire community to clarify any 
aspects that may not be clear directly with the EXCO members to 
ensure the intent of the change is understood and not 
misunderstood or misrepresented. 
 
Sardar Balbir Singh 
President SAWA 2019-2020 
 

Thank You 
 SAWA EXCO would like to thank all sewadars and volunteers 

who have assisted in Diwali, Shri Guru Nanak Dev Ji Birthday 

gurpurab, Shri Guru Gobind Singh Birthday Gurpurab and 

various other community functions for the last 3 months. 

 

 SAWA Exco have started an appeal for donations to the 

Bushfires across Australia. Please come forward and donate 

generously by 26 January 2020. Donation can be given 

directly to the treasures so that a full record of donaters is 

recorded and acknowledged. EXCO has pledged to top up the 

donations to $10,000. 

 

 SAWA Exco would like to invite sangat to provide written 
suggestions/plans to manage the shoes around all the 
stairways at the Canning Vale gurdwara. It is for the safety of 
sangat attending, reduce any trip hazards and neatness of 
the place.  We have experimented by putting the racks on 
the lawn, scattering the racks outside the langar hall etc. 
Please come forward with innovative ideas and plans by 26 
January 2020 to be implemented in the next few months. 

 
All correspondence to be via email to: 
secretary@sikhwa.org.au  
cc president@sikhwa.org.au 

 
Punjabi Awaz Perth current program timing are as below 

6EBA 95.3FM 
Every Tuesday: 6pm – 7pm         
Every Thursday: 7am – 8am 
For more information please contact  
DJ Amrit Pal Singh @ 0426825142 

mailto:secretary@sikhwa.org.au
mailto:president@sikhwa.org.au
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Forthcoming Events 
Kirtan Diwan  
1 Feb. (6:30pm -7:30pm) and Sunday 2 Feb (10:30am – 11:30am) 
Veer Manpreet Singh Tuhi Tuhi (UK) 
 
22 Feb. (6:30pm -7:30pm) and Sunday 23 Feb (10:30am – 
11:30am) Giani Sukhdav Singh Gurpuri (Malaysia) 
 

Naujawan Satsang program 
Starts Mid-February (Poster will be out with dates)  
Friday 6:00 pm – 8:00pm. 
Objective: Provide a platform to All Sikh Youth to Pray, Learn 
about Sikhi, and to get them involved in all types of gurdwara 
sewa. 

 
CONGRATULATIONS: 
Lakh Khushia Patshahiya Je Satgur Naddar Kareh 
 
The Sikh community of WA and SAWA would like to congratulate 
all Year 12 students who have passed the exams and preparing 
for their future careers. SAWA would like to acknowledge and 
make presentations to top students who have achieved ATAR 
scores above 95% in 2019. Please forward names and contact 
details of these top students to the secretary’s email address 
secretary@sikhwa.org.au by 26 January 2020. 
 
SAWA expresses sincere congratulations to 

 Surjit Singh and Rajinder Kaur Punia on the wedding of their 

daughter Parveen. 

 Gurjant and Kiran Sohal on the birth of their son Kabir Singh. 

Granddaughter Karam and Dr Nirmal Randhawa. 

 Tanvir and Punam Bhogal on the birth of their daughter. 

Granddaughter Dr Jagjit and Dr Jasbir Pannu and Jasbir and 

Amarjit Bhogal. 

 Bhupinder Singh Brar on birth of their son. 

 Kulwant Singh & Amarjeet Kaur Dhillon on the birth of their 

grandson 

CONDOLENCES: 
SAWA expresses sincere and heartfelt condolences to the 
following on the Akaal Chalana of their loved ones: 

 Gurdev, Manjit, Jaswinder and Jarnail Tur on the loss of their 

brother Insp Mohan Singh (Singapore). 

Please, note that the condolences and congratulations section is 
based on the information made available. We apologise for any 
omissions. 
If you would like any info to be published in the next newsletter, 
please contact secretary@sikhwa.org.au  

SAWA Membership 
The following spouses and children of life members have been 
accepted as SAWA Ordinary Members for 2020 as per the draw 
on 21 September 2019 and AGM 2018 resolution: 
Dr Ian Keith Singh Wood, Jasdeep Singh Bansal, Mandeep Singh 
Sidhu, Teshvin Kaur Rikhraj, Daljit Singh Dhillon, Sonia Kaur Sidhu, 
Gurpreet Kaur Sidhu, Nereenjit Kaur Gill, Lakhvir Singh Pooni, 
Patminderjit Singh Ruba, Karishmas Kaur Mangat, Khesrinder 
Kaur Ludher, Keshwin Sran Singh, Jaenisha Kaur Sidhu, 
Harwinderjit Chahal, Tejasvi Singh, Kawaljit Singh Sandhu and 
Edwinder Sran Singh. 
 
All Ordinary and Associate Members are reminded to renew their 
membership for 2020 before 30 March 2020.    

 

 
 
Parliament -550th Birthday Guru Nanak Dev Ji 
 

 
 
Parliament -550th Birthday Guru Nanak Dev Ji 
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Parliament -550th Birthday Guru Nanak Dev Ji 
 
 

 
 
Speech by Tourism Minister in Parliament – 
550th Birthday Guru Nanak Dev Ji 
 
 

  
 
Guru Nanak Dev Ji - 550th Birthday Celebrations 

 
 
Nagar Kirtan  - Perth City 
 
 

 
 
Sikh History – Murdoch University 
 
 
 

 
 

Guru Nanak Dev Ji - 550th Birthday Celebrations 
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Nishan Sahib Raising -Guru Nanak 550th Birthday  
 
 

 
 
Guru Gobind Singh Ji Birthday Akhand Path 
 
 
 

 
 
Guru Gobind Singh Ji Birthday Akhand Path 

 
 
Nishan Sahib Raising -Guru Nanak 550th Birthday 
 

   
 
Blood Donation December 2019 
 

 
 
Blood Donation December 2019 


