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Minutes of Annual General Meeting 2023

The Sikh Association of Western Australia Inc

Held - Saturday, 09 December 2023

TIME: 0900 — 1555 HOURS

Canning Vale Gurdwara Sahib Langar Hall

Page 1 of 40




1. Meeting called to Order (Official Opening, Attendance and Apologies)
At 0905 AM the Secretary (Prem Singh Judge) advised that the quorum had been achieved and welcomed
everyone to the AGM 2023.

At 0910 AM- Giani Jaswinder Singh Ji performed Ardas (prayer) before the commencement of the meeting.

2. President’s Address (Attachment 1)

At 0915 AM- The President, Mr Harbhajan Singh Bejawn, addressed the house and outlined the
achievements and challenges that SAWA EXCO faced during the year, including internal conflicts within
the EXCO, legal proceedings in the Supreme Court and concerns regarding some SAWA members/Trustees
who disregarded the SAWA constitution.

The President, also spoke about the recent Guru Nanak's Birthday celebrations that went very well with
contributions from volunteers. He acknowledged the consistent efforts and goodwill of volunteers and
supporters of SAWA.

Before closing, he advised that only 3 speakers can speak For and Against each motion, and no more than
3 minutes will be given to each speaker.

At 0920 AM — The President called Mr Balbir Singh (LM36) to Chair the Meeting.
Objections against Mr. Balbir Singh chairing the meeting were received from the following members:

i. Satinder Singh Samra: Commented “this was never done before”;
ii. Jaskiran Kaur: “No one discussed that Balbir Singh will be the Chair”;
iii. Pushpinder Pal Singh.

Amarjeet Singh Pabla (LM 190) requested that the president provide the clause (rule) number of the
SAWA Constitution that was used to appoint Balbir Singh as the chair.

Manveer Singh (LM389) responded that Rule 10.3.1 of SAWA constitution allows the President to
designate his duties. (“...The President shall preside at all meetings and functions unless delegated
otherwise.”)

Balbir Singh responded to the comments by stating that he is under direction that certain serious motions
will be discussed at this SAWA meeting and he would stand independently. He also advised that any
person who speaks must state their Full name and Membership number for the records. He informed that
meeting is being recorded (Video and Audio).

At 0930, Balbir Singh (Chairman) proceeded with AGM.
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3. Confirmation of the Minutes of the Last AGM 24 Sept 2022 (Attachment 2)

The Minutes of the 2022 AGM (held on 24 Sept. 2022) were posted on the SAWA website and Notice
Board shortly after the AGM.

Resolution:

That the Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 24 Sept 2022 presented at Attachment 2 be
confirmed as true record of the proceedings.

Proposer: Harbhajan Singh Bejawn

Seconder: Prem Singh Judge

Carried: Unanimously approved by show of hands

4. Presentation and acceptance of the Association’s financial statements for the financial year
ending 30 June 2023 (Attachment 3)

The Chair requested Treasurer Rajinder Singh Bassi to come forward and address the financial report.
Rajinder Singh Bassi advised that the Annual financial report was consolidated and has been audited.
Members were given the opportunity to ask any questions.

Dr Harinder Kaur (LM 154) sought clarification as to where the senior citizens program cost was recorded
in the accounts. She noted that the program has been running without financial support from SAWA. The

last 2 years reports had reflected this.

Rajinder Singh Bassi responded that Sanjeev Singh had compiled the report, and details received from
Seniors Program were included in the accounts.

ACTION: Incoming EXCO to issue a statement to SAWA members on the seniors program accounts.

Resolution:

That the Association’s financial statements for the financial year ending 30 June 2023 presented at
Attachment 3 be accepted.

Proposer: Harbhajan Singh Bejawn
Seconder: Prem Singh Judge

Move to Accept - Ujagar Singh and Jagdeesh Dhaliwal
Carried: Unanimously

5. Presentation and acceptance of the auditors’ report (Attachment 4)

Baldev Singh Bagga (M.No.126) stated that the Auditor's report doesn't reflect $10,000 given by
Harbhajan Singh Bejawn to Bennet Associates (his lawyers).
Sarawan Vagel (LM154) clarified that it was embedded in the Auditors comments on legal expenses.
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The Chair noted that there was a motion on the issue raised above and further deliberations be
undertaken if necessary.

Resolution:

That the Auditors report presented at Attachment 4 be accepted.

Proposer: Harbhajan Singh Bejawn
Seconder: Prem Singh Judge

Endorsed : Unanimously endorsed as accepted and not an item for vote as it is an independent
representation of the accounts

6. Deliberation on Motions:

Chair of AGM, mentioned about motions in brief. He also re-emphasized on Rules like Proposer and
Seconder must be present for the motion to be discussed/considered, 3mins max for each speaker, full
name, and membership number to be stated before speaking.

6.1 Special Motions proposed by EXCO
Nil

6.2 Ordinary Motions by SAWA EXCO

6.2.1 SAWA Funding of Multi-Purpose Community Hall

The total construction cost of the Multi-Purpose Community Hall at the back of Giani Ji residence will be
approximately 2.5 to 3 million dollars over the period of 30 months. Federal Government has pledged to
provide 1 million dollars for the construction of this facility as explained by Harbhajan Singh Bejawn.

Proposer Harbhajan Singh Bejawn noted that the EXCO had suggested that this motion be brought to the
AGM for consideration by members. He added that if we don't pass the motion, then $ 1 million grant
from the Government is dead. He asked members to decide, for the betterment of the future generations.

Dr Harinder Kaur (LM154) asked where the remaining $1.5 million will come from.

Harbhajan Singh Bejawn responded/clarified that SAWA has $1.3 million in a fixed deposit which can be
used.

Amarjit Singh Amar (LMO06), Manveer Singh (LM389) and Paramjit Singh Kahlon (LM141) spoke for the
motion.

Gurdarshan Singh Kailey (LM207), Baldev Singh Bagga (LM26) and Baljinder K Kailey (LM208) spoke
against motion.

Jaginder Singh (LM93) moved an amendment as follows:

“Approval is sought to use 1.5 million dollars from SAWA for the purpose of completing this project,
however subject to plans being approved by SAWA membership.
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Seconded by Harminder Jeet Singh (LM393)

Chair asked if Harbhajan Singh Bejawn accepted that change in motion. Harbhajan Singh Bejawan stated
that the $1 million govt. grant was at risk and that he does not accept the amendment.

The amended motion was then moved as follows:
Resolution :

Amended Motion: Approval is sought to use 1.5 million dollars from SAWA for the purposes of
completing this project, however subject to the plans being approved by SAWA membership.

Proposer: Jaginder Singh (LM93)
Seconder: Harminder Jeet Singh ( LM353)

OUTCOME : Motion carried with 105 votes in For and 44 Against

6.2.2 Bank Loan — Multi Purpose Community Hall
Grant application require a contingency plan to be included in the event the Multipurpose Community
Hall project experience cost overrun.

Proposed that 0.5 million dollars pre-approved bank loan facility be setup as a contingency for the
completion of the Multi-Purpose Community Hall.

Resolution:

Approval is sought to apply for pre-approved bank loan for 0.5 million dollars from SAWA for the
purpose of completing this project, in the event additional funds are required to complete the
project.

Proposer: Harbhajan Singh Bejawn
Seconder: Prem Singh Judge

Outcome : It was unanimously agreed that this was approved however subject to approval
of the plans by SAWA membership — as per 6.2.1 above
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6.2.3 Membership Fee {Current membership Fees are $350 for Life members and $35 for Ordinary and
Associate members. It is proposed to maintain the same membership fee for 2023 / 24}

Resolution:
i. That the membership fee for Life members be set at - $350

ii. That the annual membership fee for Ordinary and Associate members be set at - $35

Proposer: Harbhajan Singh Bejawn
Seconder: Prem Singh Judge

OUTCOME - Carried Unanimously

6.2.4 Past AGM Resolutions

6.2.4.1 AGM 2022 resolution — 6.2.1 Review of SAWA Constitution

Constitution Review project Team have completed their review and proposed amendments are available.
Thanks for their efforts and dedication in carrying out the review. Due to the circumstances beyond the
control of all parties, the proposed presentation of the Constitution review could not be held at a general
meeting before the end of May 2023.

Proposed Motion:

Constitution Review project Team have completed their review and proposed amendments are
available.

1. Proposed General Meeting by the end of May 2023 was not held and Constitution Review Project
Team shall cease

Proposer: Harbhajan Singh Bejawn
Seconder: Prem Singh Judge

OUTCOME : Motion Withdrawn

Harbhajan Singh Bejawn (LM62 advised that the Bennett Springs Gurudwara EXCO has hired a lawyer to
review their constitution as it will reduce bias. Its best to give directions to external lawyers and make
sure that our Constitution is up to date.

It was confirmed by Sarawan Vagel that his submission was a report for the EXCO and not a motion.
It was asked whether the Constitution Review Project Team Report had been distributed to members. It

was confirmed by EXCO that the report was sent to members by email and post

After some discussion, the proposer Harbhajan Singh Bejawn agreed to withdraw the motion.

Page 6 of 40




6.2.4.2 AGM 2022 resolution — 6.2.2 Construction of a Multi-Purpose Hall

Proposed Motion:

Expression of Interest was sent out in June requesting volunteers to come forward and assist SAWA in
delivering the Multipurpose Community Hall.

Following volunteers have been assisting in paperwork and interface with external party. Following
names to be endorsed for the good work to continue.

1. Jasmeet Singh — Project Manager
2. Harminder Singh

3. Sharanpal Singh

4. Manveer Singh

5. Bikram Jeet Singh JP

6. Shaminder Singh

Proposer: Prem Singh Judge
Seconder: Harbhajan Singh Bejawn

OUTCOME : Motion was carried For 82 Against 73

The Chair noted that per Motion 6.2.1 the Multi Purpose Hall Project is now subject to approval of the
plans by members.

Harbhajan S Bejawn as seconder elaborated that the Committee was selected independently for the
Multi-purpose Hall Project. If we don't get the S1 million grant then this committee will have nothing to
do. It was important with respect to the timing that we work together, or the project will not eventuate.

Paramijit Singh Kahlon raised a point of order with regards to the validity of appointing non-members to
this committee. He asked if this was in accordance with the SAWA constitution.

The Chair requested clarification from Mr Kahlon as to which SAWA rule was pertinent to the issue raised.
Mr Kahlon did not provide any rule in the SAWA constitution which disallowed the appointment of non-

members to Project teams. Therefore, the Chair overruled the point of order raised.

Amarijit Singh (Amar) LMO06 requested to speak but as there was no point of order he was not allowed by
the Chair.

The motion was read by the Chair.

Manveer Singh (LM295), Jagdeesh Singh Dhaliwal (LM518) and Harbhajan Singh Dhaliwal (LM213) spoke
for the motion.

Paramjit Singh Kahlon (LM141), Rowinderjit Kaur (LM215) and Pushpinder Pal Singh (LM139) spoke
against the motion.
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Manveer Singh (LM295) advised that there is nowhere in the constitution that states that ONLY members
can be part of this committee. It’s a sub-committee that reports to the EXCO anyway. Jasmeet Singh has
been instrumental in the grant process with Sam Lim MP and it was important to carry on with the team.

Paramijit Singh Kahlon (LM141) spoke against and noted that he himself liaised with Sam Lim from his days
of SAWA president and not Jasmeet Singh. He also added that lot of members of SAWA are talented, and
that pool has not been exhausted due to the internal situation and there is no need of non-members.

Jagdeesh Singh Dhaliwal (LM518) noted that the Secretary (Prem Singh Judge) sent emails to all members
to get volunteers after which the team was set up. It’s a community Project, and we must pull everyone
together to complete the Project and Rule 16 on committees & project teams does not prohibit use of
non-members.

Rowindejit Kaur (LM215) spoke against motion and mentioned that she herself was interested to help and
raised her hand up. Her understanding as an EXCO member was that Jasmeet Singh was just a coordinator
and there was no report sent by Jasmeet Singh other than 2 briefs.

She noted that the costings basis was unclear as the concept was still undefined. The government grant
documentation was standard with attachments specific to the recipient’s project and could be easily dealt
with.

Harbhajan Singh Dhaliwal (LM213) spoke for the motion and advised that the proposed team is good
including both members and non-members. Waheguru’s blessings will prevail for success of this project.
Let this team complete the tasks at hand and then the members can decide if they carry on once the
plans and budgets are presented.

Pushpinder Pal Singh (LM139) spoke against the motion, on the basis that reports are not being sent by
Jasmeet Singh to the EXCO. He also questioned how the committee was selected and the lack of

transparency at the EXCO level with regards to the composition of the building project team

Prem Singh Judge responded that emails were sent to all members for EOI, and the project team
members were not handpicked.

The motion was put to vote. Motion was carried For 82 Against 73

6.2.4.3 AGM 2022 resolution — 6.2.5 AGM 2017 Resolution 6.4.1

That the EXCO is directed to constitute a Working Group to prepare a submission to the state government
to introduce Punjabi language in schools.

It’s a Closed Motion and should be removed for the future

6.2.4.4 AGM 2022 resolution — 6.5.1 Establishment of a Community Legal Centre
There has been no progress on this motion, propose incoming EXCO to take this motion onboard.

Proposer: Prem Singh Judge
Seconder: Harbhajan Singh Bejawn.

OUTCOME: Unanimously carried without debate.
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6.3 Ordinary Motions with financial implications submitted by Members.

6.3.1 Proposed Motion: All the SAWA members should only bear the entire legal expenses.

Objective: To stop/reduce wastage of SAWA revenue or income on legal expenses.

Background: Sikh Asso of WA (SAWA) has wasted large sums of donations in recent years on legal expenses due to
internal disputes. The SAWA committee is elected by SAWA members based on SAWA constitution. This SAWA
Constitution was written, approved and implemented by SAWA members only. The disputes are due to ambiguous
SAWA constitution. Therefore, non-SAWA members should not be penalized or punished for poor governance by
SAWA members or in other words ‘golak” money should not be spent on these legal expenses.

Benefits:

Proposed Motion:

All the SAWA members should only bear the entire legal expenses.

1. SAWA reputation will not be damaged due to court appearances.
2. SAWA revenue will be better utilized for the entire Sikh community
3. SAWA disputes will hopefully reduce.

4. Communal harmony and brotherhood will be better.

Proposer Seconder
ﬁ . Heaar ectl -f%cu,( v
ber

Tarun Pre&t Singh Harneet Kaur

Life m Life Member

LM- L —

12 Gawler Court 12 Gawler Court
Wrilletton W 56155 Willetion W 6155

Date — 30-June 20235

The Chair read the whole motion and then called upon proposers to clarify the motion.

After discussion by the chair with the Proposer and Seconder, it was agreed that it was a constitutional
change and would not be addressed any further.

OUTCOME: Motion Withdrawn.

However, Chair allowed Tarun Preet Singh (LM281) to relay the intent of his motion for further
consideration as part of constitution review.

Tarun Preet Singh (LM281) stated that last year's experiences were not good. He proposed that there
should be separate funds for legal expenses and Exco should take it into consideration.
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6.4 Ordinary Motions Submitted by Members

Members Motions was tabled after Clause 7, 8 and 9 due to large number of motions submitted by

members.

7. Endorsement of the Auditors.

In accordance with the constitutional requirement the outgoing EXCO recommends 2 Auditors to be

appointed as Auditors.

Proposed Motion:

That Australian Audit (External Company) and Gurpreet Singh Rikhraj be appointed as Auditors for
the 2023 / 24 financial year.

Proposer: Prem Singh Judge
Seconder: Harbhajan Singh Bejawn

OUTCOMIE : Carried Unanimously

8. Refer to 6.2.4.2 — Construction of Multi-Purpose Hall

9. Authorization to EXCO on Expenditure Limit

Authorization of incoming EXCO expenditure limit for all elements linked to a single event. Last year the
expenditure limit for the EXCO for any single project was $40,000. AGM may authorize the same or a
different limit for the 2023/24 financial year. EXCO recommends that this limit be maintained to $40,000.

Proposed Motion:

That the expenditure limit for the 2023/2024 EXCO for all elements linked to a single event be set at
$40,0000.00.

Proposer: Prem Singh Judge
Seconder: Harbhajan Singh Bejawn

OUTCOME: Carried Unanimously however with the correction to the typo above
“$40,0000.00” to “$40,000”.
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6.4.1 — Resolution on Statuory Demand from Temperance Legal
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Proposer: Harbhajan Singh Bejawn
Seconder: Prem Singh Judge

The Chair relayed the gravity and seriousness of the matter and the associated position or impact to the

organisation.
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The motion was read out to the members clearly by the Chair, and it was noted that as it’s a direction, it
needs to be resolved.

The chair asked the proposers if they still wanted to address the motion. They confirmed it as valid and
necessary to be addressed.

Simran Kaur Cheema (LM483) requested that the Court orders be read as it was relevant. The Chair
accepted the request and read the Court orders.

Mahesh Inder Singh (LM116) said that in his opinion it is not a direction, rather a resolution itself and
there are two resolutions together.

Chair acknowledged all member’s concerns and respected their emotions and requested everyone cast
their vote so outcome is clear. To ensure a documented record, ballot papers would be used.

The Exco team members were called to the front of the meeting room to address the issue of Conflict of
Interest and were not allowed to vote as proposed by the President. All EXCO members were present
except Juginder Kaur.

The Chair declared that the issue has stemmed from the EXCO, and it was important we hear both sides.

The Chair requested that one person from each side to speak on the matter. There was chaos, anger, and
raised voices.

Security was requested to move people to the back of the Hall.
The issue of contention was — EXCO members cannot vote due to a conflict of interest.

Rowinderjit Kaur from one side and Harbhajan Singh Bejawn from other side were nominated to speak on
the matter/issue.

Rowinderjit Kaur presented her communication with DMIRS.

Harbhajan Singh Bejawn was unable to show the direction received from Consumer Affairs stating that
EXCO members had to abstain.

The Chair overruled and allowed voting by the EXCO members.

While Harbhajan Singh Bejawn was addressing members, Pushpinder Pal Singh (LM139) and Satinder
Singh Samra (LM169 and one of 5 Trustees of SAWA) shouted “Remove him”.

Several cautions and warnings were issued by the Chair that any attempt to disrupt the proceedings will
result in removal from the hall. In addition, the Chair noted that the use of the microphone was permitted
only if the name was approved by the Chair.

Interjections continued and there was lot of chaos among members. The chair de-escalated the situation

and continued with the meeting.

Page 13 of 40




The Chair then requested the parties, raising the matter and mentioned in the motion, to present their
views so that everyone could hear the respective stands undertaken by the parties.

Harbhajan Singh Bejawn (President) and Prem Singh Judge (Secretary) on one side.
Jaskiran Kaur Cheema (Vice President) and Rajinder Singh Bassi (Treasurer) on opposing side.

Both parties were allowed to speak for 3 minutes each.
Each person presented their views.
Ballot papers were given out and collected under strict supervision of the volunteers and security.

Satinder Singh Samra was against the use of ballot papers.

Some members advised that they had not cast their votes into the ballot box. The ballot papers were
allowed to be posted into the ballot box. Voting cards were punched for a second time to ensure no
misuse.

Navdeep Kaur Gill (LM555), daughter of Jaskiran Kaur and Didar Singh Cheema was given the opportunity
to speak based on fact that she would be unbiased. In summary. it was noted that reference to origins of
members should stop as the younger members of this community have relative both sides of the Sikh
community. In addition, if suing members doing seva remains then nobody is going to put their hands up
for voluntary service.

Mrs Raj Kaur Gill (LM182) was given an opportunity to relay her message. She stated “this is not the first
time SAWA has been sued so we should learn a lesson and be cooperating.”

Avtar Singh (LM1) made the comment that the money must be paid. There are ways to do this, either
SAWA pays, or a collection be undertaken to resolve the issue.

The meeting was adjourned for lunch at 1315 to allow members to reset, have lunch and return.

The Chair stayed back and continued supervision of the counting of the ballots using non members to
ensure confidentiality until the decision was clear.

At 1335 the Meeting was reconvened.

The Chair gave few instructions to ensure that the outcome of the ballot is taken in a manner that would
not be disruptive and respectful of the parties associated with the matter and all the members present.

The Chair made it clear to members that there should be no clapping, screaming, or joyous expressions
after the result of the ballot count on resolution is announced.

The chair advised that it had been brought to his attention that a member was holding two member
registration cards and was moving position to avoid being noticed. The chair made a specific request that
this matter be recorded in the meeting minutes. The chair issued A general warning to members to refrain
from such behaviour.
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OUTCOME:

73 voted YES i.e. for SAWA to pay
98 voted NO that is Jaskiran Kaur Cheema and Rajinder Singh Bassi have to personally settle

the legal fees demand, as signatories to the CEA with Temperance Legal.

6.4.2 SAWA’s application for community centre grant as part of the federal election commitment was

submitted.

OUTCOME: Motion LAPSED as the Proposer Amarjit Singh Hansra (LM230) was not present.
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6.4.4 — Appointment of External Auditor for Financial Year 2021 and 2022

Manveer Singh (LM389) spoke on the motion.
The Chair called speakers For or Against the motion.
Paramijit Singh Kahlon (LM141) and Harpreet Singh Cheema (LM482) spoke against the motion.

OUTCOME : Motion carried Unanimously.
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6.4.19 Membership Increase

The proposer and seconder were called to the front.

The chair advised that this motion is a request for changes to the SAWA Constitution which requires a
special resolution to be passed at a SGM.

However, the proposer and seconder wanted to pursue the motion and Pushpinder Pal Singh (LM139)
spoke on the motion. He alleged that there are some “elements” that want to make it a closed group.

He asked members to open their heart for change as this would be a great gesture as there is significant
contributions from non-members and new migrants.

The Chair called speakers For or Against the motion.

Amarjeet Singh Pabla, Jaskiran Cheema and Paramyjit Singh Kahlon spoke For the motion.

Page 17 of 40




Harbhajan Singh Bejawn (LM62), Sarawan Vagel (LM154) and Jagdeesh Singh Dhaliwal (LM518) spoke
Against the motion.

Discussions continued by the Chair and it was pointed out that legislation above the SAWA Constitution
required adequate notice and advise to all members on constitutional change items.

OUTCOMIE : The Proposer and Seconder agreed to withdraw the motion .

6.4.10

Page 18 of 40




Kalwant Singh Dhillon (LM104) spoke on the motion.
Pushpinder Pal Singh (LM139) also spoke and questioned why in 2010 and 2017 it was not raised.

Dr Kanwaljit Singh Panag (LM 106), Paramijit Singh Kahlon (LM141) and Amarjit Singh Pabla (LM190) spoke
against the motion.

Motion was put to vote.
OUTCOME: Motion was carried For 66 and Against 47

6.4.6 SAWA Trustees
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The Chair noted that the criteria for removing Trustees was defined in the SAWA Constitution.

Baldev Singh Bagga (LM26), a Trustee presented a letter from Mo Mills Oakley about Trustees removal
policies as per constitution of SAWA. It was handed over to the Secretary for record.

Baldev Singh Bagga (LM26) was asked by the Chair to refrain from speaking.

The Chair addressed the Motion with the Proposer and Seconder. They were given time to consider if they
still wanted the motion to be addressed. They confirmed that they wanted to proceed with the motion as
there was a general loss of confidence in the Trustees.

Manveer Singh spoke to the motion and stated that he had been targeted unfairly.

Didar Singh Cheema (LM46), a Trustee, asked for a point of order address. However, he spoke against the
motion with specifically targeting Manveer Singh. The Chair overruled on the grounds that it was not a
point of order but a personal attack and as such not relevant and not to be used in arriving at any
conclusions by members.

Paramijit Singh Kahlon (LM141) objected on it saying that the Constitution guides every member.

The Chair requested guidance from members to note the prevailing sentiment with respect to the issue at
hand as to whether it should be addressed or not.

OUTCOME: Voting was conducted with 71 For and 55 Against.

The Chair noted as there was a legal letter presented and as mandated by the forum here that the
matter be pursued by the incoming EXCO.

ACTION: The EXCO review the letter and an appropriate meeting to be called so this Motion is
addressed.
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6.4.21 Show Cause letter to President

MOTION: 6 F 4 - 2 1
Background & History

In 2023 John Singh being a President of SAWA was Issued with a show cause notice constitutionally.
John Singh never replied to the Show cause. (A simple process that would have resolved the issue in
house).

In reply John with assistance from Prem Singh Judge, Amarjit Singh falsely claimed that show cause
notice was dealt with at the ExCo meeting of 15/01/2023. Moms of 15/01/2023 were faisified and
submitted to Supreme Court as evidence. John took SAWA to supreme court with the intention of

financially punishing the 11 ExCo members who signed to remove him, resulting in major legal
financial burden on SAWA.

The reasons of Show cause noticewas issued to HS Bejwan were the following:

1. lohn Singh with the help of his undeclared advisors who had aitered the existing by laws to
meet their Agenda and published them on the SAWA website without tabling the document
at any SAWA ExCo meeting. One example was to change the eligibility criteria for SAWA
member to be at least a Graduates (Highly discriminatory)

2.

John Singh issued Show cause notices to two EXCO members on 3 unsubstiantiated
complaint without informing or discussing with the EXCO.

3. Representing falsly & detrimentally the EXCO position at a suspended member's (Manveer
Singh) internal mediation meeting with the Trustees.
Subsaquently HS Bejwan,

Prem Judge & Amar have concealed from the EXCO that matter had
been lodged with SAT against SAWA by Manveer Singh.

SAWA was taken to SAT. The President
and the Secretary failed to defend SAWA at SAT.

In supreme

court the Secretary and Amarjit Singh were named as defendants but failed to
defend SAWA and submitted evidence against SAWA

President
Supreme Court's orders to call the SGM to complete the process of:mov:l of the
were not complied by the Secretary despite repeated requests by the EXCO,
SAWA data has been breached.

SAWA information has been published on social media.
surveillance footage has been compromised.

1313
Sensitive inormation has been shared to the email authors such as Suk, Ra| from Singhit
] il to Sangat
| spreading hate m

Motion
That the ing ExCo ir
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Tarun Preet Singh (LM281) spoke on the motion and stated that during Supreme Court proceedings,
President, Harbhajan Singh Bejawn was not functioning properly, and he did not delegate his duties to
someone else.

Baldev Singh Bagga (LM26) spoke for the motion.

Manveer Singh (LM389), Jagdeesh Singh Dhaliwal (LM518) and Jaswant Singh Brar (LM98) spoke against
the motion.

During the motion discussions, Dr. Zora Singh (LM382) came forward and requested to say a few words.
After discussion the Chair allowed him to speak as the message was unbiased.
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Dr Zora Singh gave an emotional speech that shook the audience (members). He advised that the EXCO
should be working together with community focus. He also added that “Your motions are revenges” and
there were no motion presented that has the sincere intent for the betterment of the community.
Further, he said that if this continues, and division among the members on the basis of the country of
origin (being “Desi”(from India) or “Malaysian”) will negatively affect the younger generation. He
requested everyone to maintain the reputation of the Sikh community.

OUTCOME: Motion was Withdrawn by the proposer

6.4.20 — Notice of Motion for Inclusion in AGM
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Chair addressed the motion with the Proposer and Seconder and the motion was withdrawn.

OUTCOME: Motion Withdrawn

6.4.11

2023 AGM — NOTICE OF MOTION FOR INCLUSION IN AGM

PURPOSE
To be prepared and ready 1o meet the growing needs of SAWA members and the wider Sikh

Community in Western Australia

BACKGROUND
The Sikh community has grown many folds in Western Australia in last few years. There is need

for SAWA to provide additional service to our members and wider Sikh communities. Sikh
Association currently does not have any short or long term planning for these services. SAWA
needs a subcommittee that can analyses the current and future needs of our members and
develop short term (5 year) and long term (20 year) plan and conduct feasibility study, funding
options and other measures to undertake bullding and construction projects This will ensure
that there is continuity of planning of all projects from one Executive Committee to next,

MOTION
That the incoming EXCO establishes a Planning and Development Standing Sub-Committee to

identify, advice, recommend, plan and undertake future community development,
infrastructure and building development for SAWA.

LJ—J
Proposer: ! o= Seconder:
|

Name: PARAMIIT SINGH KAHLON Name: SATINDER SINGH SAMRA
Membership: LM141 Membership: LM160
Date:  23/11/2023 Date: 23/11/2023

Paramijit Singh Kahlon (LM141) spoke on the motion. At the same time, he mentioned he was seriously
thinking of withdrawing the motion. However, he added that we really do need a sub-committee for

future planning .
Ranjit Kaur Brar (LM99), Dr Kanwaljit Singh Panag (LM106), Satinder Singh Samra (LM160) and Tarun Preet
Singh (LM281) spoke For the motion.

Satinder Singh Samra (LM160) spoke and mentioned the President’s name “John” and made some
derogatory comment. He was interrupted by the Chair to remind him about not taking anyone’s name or

make any personal attack.

Satinder Singh Samra (LM160) apologize but once again said was unable to control himself and used the
name again. This was not taken well by the members present at the meeting. The Chair requested him to
go back to his seat. He was cautioned to refrain from personal attacks when given the opportunity to

address the forum.
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Shingara Singh (LM209) raised a concern with regards to the length of time taken for the meeting so far
and the fact that a vast number of motions remained to be diliberated. He proposed that all motions that
remain should be postponed to another day and the meeting be closed for today.

Paramijit Singh Kahlon seconded (LM141) the motion to defer the proceedings and to amend the motion
that further address be undertaken in the AGM in 2024 .

Chair put the motion to members as proposed by Shingara Singh (LM209) and seconded by
Paramijit Singh Kahlon (LM 141). It was carried with a resounding YES by show of hands.

At 1545, Chair declared that the pertinent meeting business is closed.

The Chair was handed over to the Returning Officer to declare the EXCO 2023 election results.
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Declaration of election results and appointment of office bearers of the SAWA EXCO 2023;

Returning Officer Kalwant Kaur declared the election results as follows:

President

Mr Harbhajan Singh Bejawn

Vice President

Mr Jagjit Singh Pannu

Secretary

Mr Manveer Singh

Assistant Secretary

Mrs Juginder Kaur

Assistant Secretary

Mr Amarjit Singh

Treasurer

Mr Darshan Singh Sidhu

Assistant Treasurer

Mr Ranjit Singh

Assistant Treasurer

Mr Gurdip Singh

Committee Member

Mr Gurmeet Singh Sidhu

Committee Member

Mr Harcharan Singh Rangi

Committee Member

Mr Gurmit Singh Oajla

Committee Member

Mr Avtar Singh Multani

Committee Member

Mr Sucha Singh Khaira

Committee Member

Mr Davinder Singh

Committee Member

Mr Rani Dalbir Kaur

Committee Member

Mr Sunder Rekhraj

11. Elected President’s address / Meeting Closed (continue on last page)

Harbhajan Singh Bejawn thanked everyone. He also assured that the new EXCO will try their best to run

properly and resolve any matters that couldn't be resolved last year.
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The following motions were not discussed at the AGM 2023 and postponed to AGM 2024:
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11 Meeting Closed

Meeting was declared closed at 1555 pm

2023 AGM CHAIR

HARBHAJAN SINGH BEJAWN (LM62)
2022 SAWA PRESIDENT,
2023 SAWA PRESIDENT

02/07/8%
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SAWA AGM 2023 Minutes of Meeting Addendum based on feedback
receive from Member and verification from AGM 2023 Chair.

6.2.4.1 AGM 2022 resolution — 6.2.1 Review of SAWA Constitution

Feedback from Sarwan S Vagel :

| stated that the Review Committee could not complete its review as mandated because of the
dysfunctional EXCO with duplicated EXCOs and Presidents and the on-going legal proceedings. As the
Chair, | submitted a Project Team Report and requested the EXCO to put a motion for an endorsement
and extension to the Secretary, but this was not included in the AGM Notice. | raised this matter with

the Secretary, and it was then included under 'Motions from members'.

It was then agreed that motion 6.2.4.1 would be withdrawn and the endorsement and extension of
the Review Committee would be tabled under 'Motions from Members'.

Amendment on feedback after verification:

The first paragraph in 6.2.4.1 AGM resolution is valid .

The second paragraph appears to be alluding to that para 1 was the basis of the withdrawal of the
subject motion.

AGM 2023 Chair note that, the basis of withdrawal was not stated by Harbhajan S Bejawn.

6.4.19 Membership Increase

Feedback from Sarwan S Vagel :

| did not speak against the motion. All | did was 'on a point of order' state that this was a
constitution rule change, and it has to be handled as a 'Special Motion'.

Amendment on feedback after verification:

AGM 2023 Chair can confirm that Sarawan S Vagel did not speak against the motion and his
comments were made as a Point of Order .

anveer Singh,
SAWA Secretary 2023-2024
secretary@sikhwa.org.au
18 February 2024

SAWA AGM 2023 Minutes of Meeting Addendum
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